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THE CIRCULAR, 

Js published on Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day, of every week, at 43 Willow Place, (near the 
South Ferry, Atlantic-st.,) Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Texus—Free, to those who choose to receive free- 
ly: Three Dollars per annum to those who prefer 
to pay. 

Specimen numbers may be ordered by those whe 
wish to become acquainted with the paper; and if 
any choose to take it temporarily, it will be sent 
to them for any period which they may designate, 
and will be stopped at the expiration of such pe- 
riod, unless ordered further. 

iddress “THE CIRCULAR, Brooklyn, N.Y.” 

Any subscriber can discontinue his paper at any 
time, either by notifying his Postmaster, or by 
sending back a paper having his name and resi- 
dence on it, with the simple order—* Discontinue.” 

EEE 
Editorial Notice. 

As the sentiments, objects, and terms of the Circular, are un 
usual, we appropriate our first colemns to such information 
about it, as may be needed bythose who think of subscribing 
or it. We employ no agents to solicit subscriptions, and our 
friends are cautioned against urging any to take the paper. Our 
rule is, not to send it to any one on the application of a third per- 
son, except in special cases where we know the applicant, and are 
sure he is fully authorized. Our wish and request is, that every 
person proposing to subscribe for the Circular, should read the 
entire contents of these first advertising columns and judge for 
himself, without relying on any other representations, wheth- 
er the paper is what he wants. 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


OF THE CIRCULAR, 


RELIGION AND SOCIALISM; 
The Religion of the Bible,-< 
The Socialism of the Primitive Church. 


LEADING TOPICS. 
SALVATION FROM SIN, THE GIFT 


of the Gospel. 
‘*Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shallsave 
his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 
A. D. 70, or ‘immediately after’ the Destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, at the close of the Bible 
record and the apostolic age. 

“Verily I say unto you, There be some standing 
here wiich shall not taste of death, till they see the 

Son of man coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16: 28.) 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 
ed in the heavenly Jerusalem by Uhrist and his 
followers 1800 years ago, and now being extend- 
ed to unis world and Hades, uniting three worlds 
on the plane of the Second Resurrection. 

“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on cartu 

AS IT 1S IN HEAVEN,” (Matt. 6: 10.) 


MIRACLES, A PERPETUAL AGEN- 
cy at the call of Faith; in opposition to the in- 
fidel maxim that ‘the Age of Miracles is past.’ 
“ Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believeth 

on me, the works that [ do shall he do also; and 

greater works than these shall he do, because | go 

unto my Father.”--John 14: 12. 

COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 
of the Holy Spirit—the Social Order of Heaven. 


** All mine are thine, and thine are mine.”—Jesus 
Christ. 


DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Death, foretold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 

‘* He will swallow up Deara in Victory.” Isaiai 

















GENERAL PLATFORM 

OF PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES. 

Sovereignty ot Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 

Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all Believers, in this world andin Ha- 
des, with the ene Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 


Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 


Community ot Property of all kinds, with In- 
Spiration for distribution. 


Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 


Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 


The reader will find further information about 
the Religion and Socialism of The Circular in the 
ensuing Advertisements of Publications, and of the 
Associated Communities at Oneida, Newark, &c. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from 
the Annual Reports and other publications 
of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; 
presenting, in connection with their History, 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 ets. 
Printed and published at the office of The 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Contents of Bible Communism. 


PART L—MATTERS OF FACT. 


Location of the Oneida Association. Number of 
members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 
ligious views. Form of government. Religious 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 
of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 
bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 
ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 
Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 
N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 
Vt. Health of the Association. General condi- 
tion of morality and prosperity. 


PART IL.—SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cuaprer I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuarrer Il. Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuarrer IJ. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuarrer 1V. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarrer V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuarter VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, Xe. 

Cuarrer VII. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
goimg Argument. 


PART Il.—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 
ConstITUTIONAL Curis- 
Pauv’s Views 


Criticism oF CurisTENDOM. 
vianity. Tue Brste on MarriaGe. 
oF Marriage. Law or AbuLrery. 
APPENDIX TO PART III.—Cotioquy on Mar- 
RIAGE AND SLavery. 


THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Church: an octavo volume of 500 pages.— 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &c.,—treated strictly according to Bible 
evidence, but developing many new and interesting conclu- 
sions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. All 
who wish to understand Bistt CommenisM—its constitutional 
basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book. 





THE CIRCULAR; Complete files of Vol. 1, 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi- 
Weekly,) $2,00. 


THE PERFECTIONIST; Volumes 3, 4, 
and 5. Price $1,00 per Volume. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and 
Defended. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6} cts. 


ANNUAL REPORTS ; (2d and 3d,) of the 


Onerpa Association. Price 12 1-2 cts. 








Postage. 

POSTAGE OF THE CIRCULAR, (Prepaid)— 
Within this State, Out of the State, 

10 cts. per quarter, or | 191-2 cts. per quarter, or 
39 cts. a year. 78 cts. a year. 

JaP Vf not paid in advance, double the above 
rates is charged. 

POSTAGE OF BOOKS-- 

Bible Communism, 8 cts. prepaid. 

The Berean, 28 cts. prepaid, or 42 cts. not prepaid 
9 Persons ordering the above books, and wish- 
ing to prepay the postage, can enclose to us the 
amount in government stamps. 


+~ 





WANTED FOR THE CIRCULAR. 


Well written articles on all subjects of interest, in- 
cluding Personal Confessions of Christ, and Fuith 
Experience ; Discussions of Communism and Practi- 
cal Reform ; General Correspondence, and Reports ot 
News, &c &c. By writing for The Circular, its 


friends will realize its highest value—making it an 
occasion of improvement noth ways, in giving and 
receiving. Letit be a Communiry Parer—an or- 
ganof the true-hearted every where--growing up 





in | are and edification, with their growth in 
God. 








ASSOCIATED COMMUNITIES, 
Oneida, N. Y. - 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Putney, Vt. 


HAVING A COMMON INTEREST IN 


Newark, N. J. 
Wallingtord, Ct. 
Cambridge, Vt. 
ALL THINGS, 





BUSINESS CARDS OF THE COMMUNITIES. 


NE ONEIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HAND 
for sale, the following productions of their 
Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz: 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 
Consisting of— 
APPLES, the most approved varieties. 
PEARS, do. (Standards & Dwarfs.) 
CHERRIES, 
PLUMS, 
PEACHES, 
Isabella Grape Vines, Raspberries, &c., &c. 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, 
Of the following varieties :--Burr’s New Pine, Large 
Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 
Also, Myatt’s Victoria PIE PLANTS. 
GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 
Usually on hand at THE FLOURING MILL, 


in barrels and sacks; also Buckwneat Fiour, in 
sacks—-Inptan Meat, Freep, &c. 


RUSTIC FURNITURE, 


Consisting of Rustic Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases; Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 
Garden Furniture. 
STEEL TRAPS, 
Of various sizes and descriptions. 

7a" Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 
dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y., will be 
promptly attended to. 

Oneida, N. Y., 1854. 


Choice varieties. 





HE PUTNEY COMMUNITY HAVE USUALLY 
on hand and for sale at their Grist-Mill, 
EXCELLENT FLOUR, 
recently manufactured from new wheat, at the Com- 

munity Mills, Oneida, N.Y. Also, 
CORN, RYE, AND OATS, 
at the usual prices. 

Tueir Mitt has recently been put in good repair, 
and is now doing the regular business of an ordinary 
Grist-mill, with satisfaction and dispatch. Corn in 
the ear crushed and ground at the usual rates. 

BAKER & HALL, Millers. 

Putney, Vt., 1854. 





Community Machine-Shop. 


W.R.INSLEE & CO., 
MACHINISTS, 
Hedenberg Buildings, Newark, N. J. 








W. R. 1. & Co., manufacture Printing Presses, (for copper- 
plate and letter-press printing.) Jeweler’s Tools, Machinists’ 
Lathes.&c &c.; and are prepared to execute orders for ma. 
chinery generally. 


WM. R. INSLEE. ABRAM C. SMITH. 





Community Press. 


THE ‘CIRCULAR’ PRINTING OFFICE, 
NO. 43 WILLOW PLACE, 
Near the Cor. of State-st. 





The undersigned, having recently added to their 
establishment new Presses, and an assortment ot 
new Job Type, are prepared to print Cards, La- 
bels, Circulars, Hand-Bills, Bill-Heads, and plain 
and "eine work generally, with neatness and dis- 
patch. 

J& Office No. 43 Willow Place, near State-street, 
(between Columbia and Hicks streets.) 

8. R. LEONARD & CO. 


What Ought to be Done. 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher ot 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most command- 
ing instrumentality of instruction. Therefore reli- 
gion ought to Jay out its strength not in the pulpit 
but on the press. 

8. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalin itsoperation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism--as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for thesame reason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit to the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of Zhe Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing toinstitute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press. 








Central Business Agency. 


Grorer Cragin, General Agent for the Associated 
Communities, offers his services to others who may 
have business in New-York, which they are willin 
tointrust tohim. His acquentance in the city, an 
the experience and facilities of business which he 
has acquired by his agency for the Communities, en- 
ables him to buy and sell Goods, Produce, Land 
Warrants, &c., &c., safely and advantageously. Ad- 
dress ‘Grorer Craein, Box No. 6, Brooklyn, N. Y.’ 





Practical Communism--A Plan for 
Employers. 
Natural, and Practicable Immediately, 


for all sorts of Business, and in the midst 
of Society as it is. 


This plan is founded on the simple proposition, fo 
substitute the family relation for the system of 
hiring. As the opposers of slavery say to the 
slave-master, ‘Emancipate your negroes, and car- 
ry on your business by paying them wages,’ so it is 
now said to the hireling master, ‘ Stop hiring, and 
carry on your business by taking your workmen 
into your family.’ In other words, let every dis- 
tinct form of business which employs and supports 
a number of workmen, be the gatliering-point of a 
family sufficient to man the business, and carry on 
all its domestic affairs without hiring. Let the em- 
ployer, whatever his line of business, Live with his 
men, and make them interested partners instead of 
holding them by the mere bond of wages, and sup- 
porting their families scattered abroad. 

The material advantages of this business conden- 
sation, would be in part as follows: 

1. Opportunity of acquaintance, and constant con- 
sultation between the workmen. 

2. Enthusiasm, induced by aggregation and en- 
tire community of interests. 

8. Saving of time and labor in traveling to and 
fro, and the care of domestic affairs. 

4. Relief from complicated accounts and arbitrary 
money payments. 

The educational and religious advantages of this 
plan would be manifold and complete. 

1. Every important business would be the gath- 
ering point of an extensive FamILy. 

2. That family, embracing of course persons quali- 
fied to instruct, and having constant opportunity 
for meeting and mutual help would become a scuoor. 

8. That school, rising into the knowledge of God, 
and having the best possible facilities for mutual crit- 
icism and religious culture, would become a cnurRcH. 
Thus business would become a truly sacred institu- 
tion—the very platform of the worship of God. The 
four great interests of mankind— business, family af- 
fection, education, and religion—would join hands 
and dwell together wherever human beings have 
a home. 


A New Game for the Family Cirele. 


An evening exercise combining a pleasant propor- 
tion of diversion with intellectual and spiritual im- 
provement, has been found in the new 

Bible Game, 


of which the following is a description, as practised 
in the social circles of the Community : 

The persons present arrange themselves so as to 
be seated in an orderly manner about the room. 

A reader, qualified by prompt and distinct utter- 
ance, is appointed. 

A system of forfeitures may be adopted for mis- 
sing, in the game; or the parties may choose sides 
and keep tally ; or there may be ‘ going above,’ asin 
a spelling class; or all these may be dispensed with, 
and the game proceed without any form of penalty. 

In conducting the game, the reader takes a Bible, 
opens at random and reads a verse, requiring of the 
head of the class to name the book in which it oc- 
curs. If he succeeds the reader says Right, and 
opening again, puts out another verse to the suc- 
ceeding person. If he failsin stating the right book, 
the reader says, The next, and the trial proceeds 
down the circle till the right book is guessed. The 
game continues in this way as long as is desirable, 
and at the close, the tallies of right guesses may be 
counted, if there are two sides, or individual forfeit- 
ures may be collected, if such was the plan adopted. 

The Game is capable of many variations. Instead 
of taking the whole Bible, it is better at first to con- 
fine the reading to the New Testament. One method 
consists in taking some single Book, as Matthew, for 
instance, and guessing the chapter to which any giv- 
en verse belongs. In the course of a few i begay 
most persons are able to identify with facility, the 
chapter of any passage inthe book. Another meth- 
od is to confine the reading to some chapter, and ask 
the number of the verse. In short there is no limit 
to the variations of the exercise, until it completes 
one’s familiarity with the Bible, so that he can - 
the book, chapter, and verse ot any passage read. 

The advantages which this game combines, are 
exercise of the mind and memory, social entertain- 
ment, spiritual edification, and the rapid acquisition 
of familiar and sure acquaintance with the details 
of the Bible. The mental exercise is as good and as 
exciting as it is in chess or checkers. A good mem- 
ory and quick power of calculation are called for and 
developed; while at the same time the attention is 
directed to Bible truth, and in a way to makeit 
remembered, and fix its connexions in the mind.— 
It is a faster, and also a more attractive way of ob- 
taining perfect knowledge of the Bible than that used 
in common Sabbath schoels; and the objection which 
may be made that the knowledge acquired will be 
merely arithmetical or verbal, is found by experi- 
ence to be an entire mistake. Whoever wishes to be 





a ee player, must study the connections and clas- 
sification of the passages, and must get a more com- 
prehensive view of the differences between the vari- 
ous books, and the scope of each chapter, than is re- 
quired by any other method of studying the Bible. 
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A Curious Fact.—There is a bridge over 
the Rhine at Bale, which connects the principal 
city with 2 smaller town on the other side, called 
Little Bale. Between these two towns, it is 
said there was much contention and local 
jealousy, of which there is still remaining a 
most laughable monument. In the tower direct- 
ly facing the bridge is a public clock, and a 
carved image of a human face, whose perpetual 
business seems to be to make faces at Little 
Bale. The image has its mouth a little open, 
and is furnished with a long tongue of fiery red 
color, which is so connected with the pendulum 
of the clock, that every vibration in one direc- 
tion runs it out in a threatening, scornful, ven- 
emous brandishing toward Little Bale, and the 
return stroke draws itin. The device is so 
queer, so expressive, and at the same time so 
ludicrous, that I could scarcely refrain from 
laughing right heartily in the public thorough- 
fare when co it, and I have felt my risibili- 
ties excited ever since, whenever my mind has 
reverted to the perpetual spitting out of the 
scorntul red tongue towards the insulted and 
scorned town of Little Bale-—New Haven 
Journal, 








From Robinson’s Biblical Researches. 
Apples of Sodom, 

One of the first objects which attracted our 
notice on arriving at Ain Jidy, [on the shore 
of the Dead Sea,] was a tree with singular 
fruit; which, without knowing at the moment, 
whether it had been observed by former tray- 
ellers or not, instantly suggested to our minds 
the far-fained ‘fruits 

‘which grew 

Near that’ bituminous lake where Sodom stood.” 
This was the ’Osher of the Arabs, the Asclepias 
gigantea vel procera of botanists, which is found 
in abundance in Upper Egypt and Nubia, and 
also in Arabia Felix ; but seems to be confined 
in Palestine to the borders of the Dead Sea.— 
We sawit only at ’Ain Jidy; Hasselquist 
found it in the desert between Jericho and the 
northern shore; and Irby and Mangles met 
with it of large size at the south end of the sea, 
and on the isthmus of the peninsula. 

We saw here several trees of tle kind, the 
trunks of which were six or eight inches in 
diameter; and the whole height from ten to 
fifteen fect. It was agrayish cork-like bark, 
with long oval leaves; and in its general ap- 
pearance and character, it might be taken for 
a gigantic perennial species of the milk-weed 
or silk-weed found in the northern parts of the 
American States. Its:leaves and flowers are 
very similar to those oi the latter plant; and 
when broken off, it in like manner discharges 
copiously a milky fluid. The fruit greatly re- 
sembles externally a large smooth apple or 
orange, hanging in clusters of three or four 
together ; and when ripe is of a yellow colour. 
It was now fair and delicious to the eye, and 
soft tothe touch; but on being pressed or 
struck, it explodes with a puff, like a bladder 
or puff-ball, leaving in the hand only the shreds 
of the thin rind and a few fibres. It is indeed 
filled chiefiy with air, like a bladder, which 
gives it the round form; while in the centre 
a smal slender pod runs through it from the 
stem, and is connected by thin filaments with 
the rind. The pod contains a small quanity 
of fine silk with seeds; precisely like the pod 
of the silk-weed, though very much smaller ; 
being indeed scarcely the tenth part as large. 
The Arabs collect the silk and twist it into 
matches for their guns; preferring it to the 
eommon matches, because it requires no sul- 
phur to render it combustible. 

The most definite account we have of the 
apples of Sodom, so called, isin Josephus ; 
who, as a native of the country, is a better au- 
thority than Tacitus or other foreign writers. 
After speaking of the conflagration of the plain, 
and the yet remaining tokens of the divine fize, 
he remarks, that ‘* there are still to be seen ashes 
reproduced in the fruits; which indeed resem- 
ble edible fruits in colour, but on being plucked 
with the hands, are dissolved into smoke and 
ashes.’? In this account, after a due allowance 
for the marvelous in all popular reports, I find 
nothing which does not apply almost literally 
to the fruit of the "Osher, as we saw it. It 
must be plucked and handled with great care, 
ju order to preserve it from bursting. We at- 
tempted to carry some of the boughs and fruit 
with us to Jerusalem ; but without success. 

[In singular contrast with this hollow fruit, we 
have just seen for the first time a specimen of the 
ivory-nut, the inside of which, instead of being 
smoke and ashes, is as white and hard as ivory— 
eapab!e of the same polish—and when wrought 
into ornamental work, can hardly be distinguished 
from it. The tree on which it grows is a species 
of palin—a native of Africa and South America. 
It is of the size of a small hen’s egg—its form like 
the horse-chestnut, and shell like the brazil nut. 
Its meat resembles the horse-chestnut, except in 
its texture, which, as we haye’ said, is so fine and 





close-grained as to be indistinguishable from ivo- 
ry. It is wrought into buttons and ornamental 
work of various kinds. There is something inter- 
esting in the many correspondencies which are 
found in the animal and vegetable kingdoms. } 
—A meeting took place on the 27th ultimo, 
in the Mayor’s parlor, Townhall, Manchester, 
to consider a proposition that the large cities 
and towns of HNngland shall co-operate as hosts 
in inviting the French Emperor, the ministers, 





| 
| 


to be idle, and who sees in money the means of 
attaining his desire. The Communities are cul- 
tivating a love for work, esthetically, as a means 
of happiness, and this will render them independ- 
ent in a great degree of money, or of any thing 
except ‘the sufficiency of to-day. They will be 
prepared to suffer the loss of all their property 
without trouble. Men would still be left, and 
women too, who love to work, and who have use- 
ful talents, and who would even enjoy the excite- 
ment of a hand-to-mouth life as it is called. There 


and ° 2 i > j ‘Pre 2 . 4s 
of state, and other prominent personsin France, | are those in the Communities who commenced 


to a ‘national festival in celebration of the 
union between England and France.” The 
pruject has received the cordial approbation of 
her Majesty’s government, and the committee 
have appointed a deputation to seek interviews 
with the chief magistrates of Manchester and 
Liverpool, and other large and populous cities 
and towns, with a view to secure their cordial 
co-operation in the promotion of the proposed 
festival.—-Evening Post. 
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Paul’s Morality. 

Paul’s morality was based altogether on the idea 
of union with a risen Christ. His epistles abound 
with exhortations, but they have nothing of a le- 
gal, duty-doing character. He assumes that the 
saints to whom he writes have apprehended the 
mystery of the gospel, which he declares is 
‘Christ in you the hope of glory:’ and his pre- 
cepts are simply exhortations to them to act as 
members of Christ, as one with him—to let his per- 
fect life have free course in them. He writes: ‘ Lie 
not one to another, seE1nG ye have put off the old 
man with his deeds, and have put on the new 
man.’ Again: ‘ Put on rHererore [that is be- 
cause ye are one with Christ] bowels of mercies, 
kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long- 
suffering, &c. And heexhorts servants to obey 
their masters, not because it is their legal duty 
but that they may please Christ—‘knowing that of 
the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inher- 
itance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.’ So with all 
his exhortations : in giving them he recognized 
that they had received Christ crucified, and so 
were dead to the world and the flesh, with all its 
affections and lusts—‘ in the which ye also walked 
sometime, (he says,) when ye lived in them.’-— 
And the secret of all success in overcoming the 
flesh, and of growing in the grace of Christ, will 
be found to consist in our affirming constantly 
and perseveringly, after the example of Paul, 
that the old man is dead and his deeds put off, 
and that we have put on the new man which is 
created in righteousness and true holiness. 
to 

A Model of Thoroughness. 

Panlis a good example for us to study in re- 
gard to faithfulness. He was evidently sincerely 
thorough and faithful in the pursuit of the one 
purpose that he had set before him—to ‘know 
Christ and him crucified.’ We can see that his 
whole soul was enlisted in that one object, that 
he never turned aside from it, never became double- 
minded, never was half-hearted, and shiftless in 
reference to it. And in the thorough spirit that 
he possessed, there is the germ of faithfulness 
and success inevery department of things. Both 
the unfaithful, lazy spirit, and the spirit of thor- 
oughness are universal in their action. If we 
allow either one to act in a single department, it 
will sooner or later manifest itself in all depart- 
ments. ‘Thoroughness in religion will reproduce 
itself in external matters ; and on the other hand, 
thoroughness in business will react favorably upon 
our religious character. There will be action and 
reaction between the internal and external. One 
cannot be a thorough man in faith, bea true fol- 
lower of Paul, until he has a thorough-going busi- 
ness character. So we should seek to cultivate a 
sincere, Perfectionist spirit in regard to business, 
for the sake of its reaction on our religion; and 
on the other hand, should strive to go to the bot- 
tom of Paul’s gospel, to know Christ as he sought 
to know him, because it will turn to good account 
in everything else. ‘Godliness is profitable unto 
all things, having promise of the life that now is, 
and also of that which is to come.’ 





The Love of Work an Antidote forthe Love of 
Money. 

‘The love of money is the rvot of all evil.” Lazi- 
ness perhaps is the greatest feeder to the love of 
money. It is easy to see that aman who loves 
to be usefully busy, who docs not care to be free 
from the necessity of work, has less temptation to 
the love of money than one who wants his liberty 
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life independent of work, who have now such an 
appetite for work, that they are independent of 


money. 
J siicdiaiiailiians: 


Operation of Disease. 

Disease is like a serpent, which first fasci- 
nates the attention of its victim, and drawing him 
by degrees closer and closer, finally encircles him 
in deathly folds. The great secret of its power 
lies in its control over the attention. The 
most effectual remedy, then, for disease, would be 
a diversion, or transfer of the attention, from the 
disease to another object. So long as the ser- 
pent preserves unbroken the attention of the bird, 
the victim is at the mercy of the destroyer; but 
no sooner is the chain of attention once broken, 
and the captive will free to betake itself in another 
direction, than the fatal charm is broken, and 
the tyrant’s power is no longer triumphant. So 
any withdrawal of attention from evil is healthy, 
as an act of disenchantment, and astep toward 
ultimate emancipation. Hence the efficacy of the 
enthusiasm-remedy, as we call it, in which the at- 
tention is absorbed and retained by some object 
of interest, though its tendency be horizontal or 
even descending. Yet after all, much depends on 
the character of the object to which we turn.— 
Best of all is it to have a high and noble mark for 
the attention, into the image of which we may be 
transformed. Such a one is Christ, and the res- 
urrection church which are with him. The glory 
which encircles that body can by its inspiring ra- 
diance free our attention from any deathly thral- 
dom, and fix it on the true center, whence all life 
emanates, 


Commodore Perry’s second Visit to Japan. 





Former reports of the successful results of 
Com. Perry’s second visit to Japan are now com- 
firmed. Six days later dates have been received 
from that quarter. Capt. Adams, U. 8. N., bear- 
er of dispatches from Com. Perry, with the treaty 
which he has concluded with the Japanese Goy- 
ernment, arrived in the steamer Geo. Law from 
Aspinwall on Sunday. ‘The treaty will be laid 
before the Government at Washington for imme- 
diate action. ‘The correspondent of the Tribune 
on board the expedition announces its conclusion 
as follows : 

“Bay or Yevo, April 2, 1854. 

“Japan is opened! Onthe 31st of March the 
treaty was signed. Ports in different parts of the 
islands of Niphon, Jesso, Kiusiu, and the Loo- 
Choo group are opened to American vessels. It 
is said that Chakodade (near Matsmai,) on the 
Straits of Sangad, in the island of Jesso, Simod- 
zi in Niphon, Napa-Kiang in the Loo-Choo, are 
three of the ports. ‘The treaty secures assistance 
for our vessels in case of distress ; provides that 
they shall be furnished with wood, water, coal 
and provisions, at fixed and reasonable prices ; 
establishes a scale of the value of coin, a standard 
of weights and measures ; and provides tor the 
carrying on of commerce with Japan by the citi- 
zens of the United States. In short, the Expe- 
dition has obtained everything that could have 
been hoped for from it. We have established a 
much more intimate relationship with Japan than 
any other nation has ever been able to accom- 
plish, and all without submitting to cne of those 
degrading impositions on the part of the Japanese, 
as other nations haye accepted without accom- 
plishing their ams. Commodore Perry deserves 
great praise for his firmness, and the admirable 
manner in which he sustained the dignity of the 
nation. It is impossible that any other course 
would have been successful.” 

As soon as the treaty is ratified it will be made 
public and we shall then be able to speak defin- 
itely as to its contents. 

The first interview between Com. Perry and 
the Japanese Commissioner, took place at the vil- 
dage of Yoko-hamma, about ten miles from Yedo, 
on the 8th of March, where the Japanese had 
erected several spacious bui!dings for their recep- 
tion, Com. Perry landed with 600 men in 28 
boats. Salutes were fired from the Macedonian 
for the Commodore and the Japanese Commis- 
sioner, Hy-a-shi-no-kami. ‘The Commodore en- 
tered the house of reception with an escort of 30 
officers, while the mariners and sailors formed 
into a hollow square in front of it. 

“The Hall of reception was about fifty feet 
long, forty wide, and twelye feet high, and sur- 





sounded with magnificent japonicas, some of them 


thirty feet in hight, and in full bloom. Seats ang 
tables about two feet high, covered with red cloth 
extended the whole length of the apartment— 
The floor was covered with white mats, about 
three feet long by two wide; and the place was 
heated by highly ornamented braziers placed op 
beautiful Japan stands. The pillars supporting 
the erection were ornamented with purple crape, 
and the walls were richly adorned with painting: 
of birds and flowers. The hall was situated about 
five hundred yards from the landing place, and 
was commanded by the ships, which lay with 
their broadsides to it. Several native artists were 
present taking sketches of the strangers.” 

On entering the hall, the Commodore was re. 
ceived by four Commissioners appointed for the 
purpose. When they were seated, the flag of 
Japan was run up on board the Powhatan, ang 
saluted with 21 guns; after which another salute 
of 17 guns was given to the Japanese High Com. 
missioner, who through an interpreter, presented 
his compliments and welcome to the Commodore 
and his officers, and enquired particularly in regard 
to hishealth. Refreshments were then distributed 
among the guests by the Japanese. After they 
were over, the Commodore and his staff were 
conducted by the Commissioners, to a smaller 
room in the rear, where the conference took place, 
The conference lasted several hours, and the pre- 
liminaries of the treaty were arranged. 

On the 13th the presents were landed, consist- 
ing principally of the following: 

For the Emperor, 

A Railway with steam Engine—An Electric Tele. 
graph—A Surf Boat—A Lite boat—A Printing Pregg 
—-A tine Lorgnette-—-A set of Audubon’s American 
Ornithology, splendidly bound—Plates of American 
Indians—Maps of diiferent States of America 
Agricultural implements, with all the modern im- 
provements--A piece of Cloth——A bale of Cotton— 
A Stove--Kitles, Pistols, and Swords—Champagne, 
Cordiais, and American Whisky. 

For the Empress, 

A Telescope—A Lorgnette in a gilded case—A 
Lady’s Toilet-box, gilded—-A Scarlet Velvet Dress— 
A changeable Silk Dress, ftlowered—A splendid 
Robe—Audubon’s Illustrated Works—-A handsome 
set of China--A Mantelpiece Clock—A Parlor Stove 
—-A box of fine Wines—A box of Perfumery—A box 
of fancy Soaps, 

The ensuing week was devoted to unpacking 
and arranging the presents, putting the railroad, 
telegraph and other machines in motion. The 
correspondent of the Tribune says: 

“The Japanese observed everything with a 
mixture of wonder and admiration, and some of 
the incidents excited their merriment not a little, 
It was indeed a curious sight, to see the little lo- 
comotive, tender and passenger-car, only a quarter 
the ordinary size, and, by the way, the neatest 
piece of work that ever went out of Norris’s man- 
afactory. It was driven by Mr. Gay, Chief En- 
gineer of the Mississippi, and Mr. Danby, First 
Assistant, who occasionally took a company of 
Japanese in the car, and whizzed around with 
them, while crowds of the natives looked on with 
the utmost astonishment. 

* The electric telegraph excited the greatest won- 
der, especially as Mr. Draper sent messages in 
Dutch, and evenin Japanese, which the interpre- 
ter wrote with English letters. 

“On the 24th, all the preparations were comple- 
ted, and the Commodore again went ashore to 
deliver the presents formally to the Commission- 
er, who had prepared an entertainment for the 
occasion, and at the same time to receive the pre- 
sents which the Emperor had sent in return.— 
These consisted chietly of silks, crapes, some very 
tine lackered ware, china, silver, arms, household 
utensils, coins, &c.; and several hundred bags of 
rice, which were piled up in a heap outside ot the 
house.” 

After the presents were exchanged there was 
an exhibition of about thirty Japanese athlete, 

On the 27th the Imperial Commissioners were 
eutertained by Com. Perry on board the Pow- 
hatan. The 7ribune correspondent describes the 
affair as follows: 

“'The boat left Kunegawa at one o’clock, under 
a salute of 17 guns from the Mississippi, and first 
tuok them on board the Macedonian, where they 
were shown a general exercise of the crew. 
With the appearance and efficiency of the met, 
and the tine order of the ship, they were greatly 
delighted. The Powhatan had the Imperial Jap- 
anese flag hoisted at the foremast, and the banner 
of the Commissioner Hy-a-shi-no-kam at the 
mizzen. As the boats got under way again, 4 

salute was fired from the Macedonian. ‘The bul: 
warks of the Powhatan were decorated with flags, 
arms and flowers. In the cabin a table was se 
for the Commodore, four Commissioners, and 
ditferent Captains of the squadron, and another 
in horse-shoe form on the quarter-deck, in order 
to accommodate the followers of the Commis 
sioners (about 40 in number) and the officers 
the squadron, who assembled in large numbers 
to do them honor. Our guests were evidently 
greatly pleased with the entertainment. 1 
wast; “ Lhe Zigovon of Japan!” was respon 
to by the Japanese Commissioners with “ Lhe 
President of the United States!” and both were 
drunk with great enthusiasm. Other tuasts tol- 
lowed—" Uur guests,” “ ‘The Ladies,” “Our Friends 
at Home,” “Commodore Perry,” “The Comm 
sioners,” &c. &c., until the hilarity was universal 
lt was dark before the guests left the ship, under 
a@ parting salute from the Saratoga.” 





Four days afterward the treaty was signed. 
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Items, 


—Kamehameha III, has issued a proclamation 
declaring the neutrality of the Sandwich Islands 
in the present war ix Europe. 


—Mr. Barnum has resigned his office as Presi- 
dent of the Crystal Palace Association. The 
Exhibition is to be finally closed on the 31st of 
October next, and the Palace and all other prop- 
erty of the Association is to be disposed of. 


—Considerable trouble exists in the city of San- 
Francisco, Cahfornia, between persons owning 
grounds under titles from the former alcades of the 
city, anda class of squatters who have seized 
and occupied them. Some fighting has ensued, 
and meetings have been held by the land-owners, 
and measures taken to preserve and protect their 
rights. 





Correspondenee of the Circular. 
Culture of the Strawberry. 
Putney Commune, July 9, 1854. 
To THE CIRCULAR: 

The strawberry season is now nearly over; and 
in accordance with a suggestion in the Circular, 
we will give a sketch of our mode of culture and 
success in this branch of fruit-growing. Last year 
we plowed up pasture-land, manured one-fourth 
of an acre with common barn-yard manure, and 
planted strawberries on the same after this man- 
ner: First, harrowed thoroughly; then drew our 
lines three feet apart, making the soil near the 
line as free from coarse material as was practica- 
ble, and setting the plants eighteen inches apart 
in each row. We planted four rows with 
Burr’s New Pine, and the fifth with the Early 
Scarlet, alternating in this manner through the 
patch. ‘These we kept hoed and free from weeds. 
When the runners put out, we turned those of 
two rows together, so that as they took root eve- 
ry other space was filled, leaving the alternate 
spaces clean, which makes a convenient walk for 
picking. The beds were kept free from weeds 
until winter, and early in spring we thinned out 
wherever the plants were too thick and hoed the 
spaces between ; then covered the beds with a thin 
coat of spent tan and kept clear of weeds until 
the fruit appeared. From this quarter of an acre 
we have picked about 37 bushels, and sold $161, 
42, worth of strawberries besides giving away 
and using all we had occasion to. As the sea- 
son has been unusually dry, and we have; been 
able to water but a very little, we think our 
strawberries have done remarkably well. We 
should have probably had several more bushels 
had the season been favorable. As we are all 
young in the art of culture, we feel that our suc- 
cess has been through our union with Christ and 
the Primitive church, whose we are and whom 
we serve in horticulture as well as in prayer or 
praise. c. E 





Scraps of Correspondence, 

“Nr. N., in his late letter in the Circular, has 
truly called Mr. Miller an Epaphrod itus, who for 
the work of Christ exposed himself to the shafts 
of death, and laid down his life in the service. 
One very prominent trait in Mr. Miller’s charac- 
ter, was his care for others. Lis promptness and 
hearty zeal for supplying the wants of the Brook- 
lyn family, you all know. It is true also, that 
whenever help was wanted at the other Communes 
either in men or money, he would cheerfully ex- 
ert himself to the utmost to supply their need. 
Were any of our members about to set out on a 
journey, he was vigilant to see, with a tather’s 
care, that they were provided with wnatever was 
needful—with suitable clothing, money for their 
expenses, necessary directions about the way c., 
This care for others he continued to manifest, 


brothers and sisters, all as much interested in 
what interests him as he is himself, and equally 
desirous of doing the best thing. With this as- 
surance in his heart, he Iays the matter before 
them in perfect simplicity and frankness, knowing 
that he shall get the help he needs to clear his 
mind of doubts, and enable him to act with cer- 
tainty. Nn.” 
Newark Commune. 


Ss. W. 


From a sister: 

“ A great change has taken place in me since 
coming to the Community in regard to working 
out-doors. I used to think it a hard matter to do 
anything in the sun; and particularly when it 
was warm, or, I had been doing house-work.— 
But my feelings this summer are very different. 
This morning I attended an ironing bee before 
breakfast, worked in the kitchen through the day, 
and since supper have been out to a bee picking 
peas: and this not from compulsion or a sense of 
duty: but from attraction. I used to think I 
loved work ; but my appetite is but just awakened. 
I have a good relish for any work whether out- 
door or in-door. It is a pleasant treat to joina 
company of twenty or thirty in picking straw- 
berries or peas. In community life, we are pro- 
vided with a constant change, which begets en- 
thusiasm, such as isolation or monotony can never 
do. i 2” 

Oneida Commune. 





“T once had a dream which made a lasting im- 
pression on my mind. I was halting between two 
opinions—convinced that Christ was calling upon 
me to follow him, and yet unwilling to give up 
the world. 

“I dreamed that the day of judgment had come, 
and all were waiting to be judged. I saw Christ 
sitting on his throne at his Father’s right hand, 
with all his holy angels. He looked so glorious 
and lovely that I wanted to be where he was, for 
then I knew L should be happy: but I had uo 
hope nor reason to expect that it would be so.— 
I prayed fervently, and wept as if my heart would 
break. Then how I wished that I had lived a ho- 
ly life—and wished that I might live my life over 
again, that I might serve the Lord withall my 
soul, might and strength. 

“ This dream set me to thinking, and oftentimes 
when longing for the pleasures of the world, that 
dream would come to me witha great deal of 
foree—and really haunted me, till 1 obeyed the 
voice of God in my heart—confessed Christ, and 
separated myself from the world and all its at- 
tachments, being assured that whosoever should 
confess Christ before men, him would he confess 
before his Father and holy angels: and for all 
I gave up I should receive an hundred fold, and 
inherit life everlasting. Carrie.” 

Newark. 


The Earth’s Curse, 

“ Thorns also and thistles shall it bring 
forth to thee.” Gen, 3: 18. 

It is good to remember that this curse 
was spoken after the transgression, and 
that these things were not among the 
works of creation, which God saw were 
good, and they are only made good, like 
all afflictions, by the necessities of the 
fall. Of the same class with ‘ thorns 
and thistles’ are all those things that war 
against the cultivation of the earth and 








| 


destroy its productions, having the same 
effect ‘to cause man to eat bread in the 


even in his last sickness. This I hada good op- sweat of his face, until he shall return 
portunity to observe, as I had the privilege of ‘unto the ground out of which he was ta- 


being much with him for a few days, previous to | ken,’ 


his departure. He would repeatedly express his 
regret at my having to be kept awake when I 
watched with him; he would ask me to set his 
drink, &c. within his reach, and desire me then to 
lie down and get some sleep. 1 hope that his ex- 
ample, in this care for others, wiil not be lost 
upon us who remain. yt & 
Oneida Commune. 


‘** In the multitude of counscllors there is safe- 
ty.” Prov. 11:14. In Bible Communism we have 
4 practical demonstration of the truthfulness of 
this passage. One of the crowning beauties of 
Communism, is its superior advantages for safe 
and harmonious consultation. Has any one a mat- 
ter that must be decided upon, which in his indi- 
vidual capacity he feels unable to do? He need 
not act hesitatingly, or bear his burdens alone. 


| 
| 
| 





sen.’ This curse, it would seem, is con- 
tinually multiplying, and at the present 
time, it fearfully overspreads the land.— 
Not only where men sow wheat there 
springs up tares, but the springing grain 
of every kind, has each its own peculiar 
enemy. The worms of different kinds 
beneath the soil, and all the tribes of 
parasitic insects above, reduce the hus- 
bandman’s expected harvest. Fields of 
corn, where the worm has destroyed the 
farmer’s hopes, are being plowed up, 
while others of grass, are scarce worth 
the harvesting. And then the weevil in 
wheat, and the grasshopper spreading ov- 


He knows that he is surrounded by a company of | er and feeding on all crops, are again ap- 


pearing in force. And though Mary 


Howitt may sing truly, 


“ Butter cups and daises,— 
Oh! the pretty flowers, 
Coming in the spring time, 

To tell of summer hours,” 


the farmer whose meadows are covered 
with their yellow and white blossoms, 
will fail to appreciate their beauty, for 
they tell him of a scanty harvest.— 
There are no statistics by which we can 
know what proportion of the various 
crops is yearly lost, but judging from re- 
ports, and after making large allowance 
for exaggeration, we must conclude that 
scarcely one half of the expected harvest 
ever finds its way to the farmer’s granary. 
If we add to this all the immense waste of 
property destroyed by fires, by floods and 
tempests, the various other direct and 
indirect causes, we find that the tax 
on labor through the curse is immense. 

To the inquiry, ‘ Will this curse ever be 
removed ?’ we answer, most surely it will. 
To all those who rely on the promises of 
Christ, no other answer will suffice. If 
it is asked when ? or how ? the answer 
is not so clear ; probably it will be gradu- 
ally, and through the instrumentality of 
men, 

When God saw fit to remove the curse 
of un idolatrous people from the land of 
Canaan, he greatly multiplied his chosen 
people,—multiplied them under the hard- 
ening influences of oppression, nurturing 
their spirits in the bitterness of bondage, 
until thus prepared in numbers and in 
character, he put into their hand the 
sword of his justice, and led them up 
against his enemies. The signs of the 
times indicate that something like this 
may be his plan of removing the curse 
from the earth. The wonderful spirit of 
invention and improvement in the modes 
of intercourse and building, and in in- 
struments of cultivation which character- 
izes the present day, clearly indicates the 
ushering in of some new era. ‘True, 
it is not yet visible how the curse in all 
its manifestations is to be removed, but 
the hope is cheering that our Lord is pre- 
paring the way for a brotherhood of in- 
terest to accomplish what individual in- 
terest and the hireling spirit have failed 
todo. It is doubtless settled that no 
aggregation of mere numbers, without 
God, can effect anything good. But the 
promise of Christ to two or three gath- 
ered together in his name is full of hope- 
Though the bringing of two or three bod- 
ies together in one place, while their inter- 
ests and their feelings are twain, may 
not secure the fulfilment of the promise, 
yet the fusion of all interests, and the 
unity of hearts which association offers, 
is an encouragement to large expectations. 
The promise is not made to numbers, but 
to unity; but where the unity is complete, 
the greater the number the better. In 
unity there is strength, and we can see in 
some measure how this strength can be 
brought to bear against the curse, by the 
facilities which it offers to a higher state 
of cultivation. The old adage is as 
true in cultivation as in mechanics, that 
a ‘stitch in time saves nine.’ Work done 
in the right time is vastly more effective 
than when out of season. And so many 
of the plagues that prey upon the growing 
crops may be wholly extirpated by con- 
centrating a sufficient force against them 
in season. And if we cannot yet sce 
how deliverance is coming from all, we can 





see that land highly cultivated is more 





easily cultivated, and is far more product- 
ive ; thus in both ways, lessening the a- 
mount of labor necessary to obtain subsist - 
ence, and so lightening the curse. 
H. 


N. L. 


Verona, N. Y. 





Hope against Hope, 

Our past experience of the work of 
God, should not be made the measure for 
our present faith. He celights in sur- 
prises—in magnifying his power; and 
‘man’s extremity is God’s opportunity.’ 
If we have been going through a series of 
trials, and one distress after another has 
completed our desolation of spirit, faith 
should not make a discouraging inference, 
but a hopeful inference from all this.— 
When Elijah wanted to shame the pro- 
phets of Baal, and exalt the God of Israel, 
he built a trench around his altar and 
filled it with water, and poured water on 
the sacrifice and on the wood ; and when 
the fire of the Lord fell, it consumed the 
burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the 
stones, and the dust, and licked up the 
water that was in the trench. By in- 
creasing the apparent impossibility, Elijah 
prepared for a greater display of God’s 
power: and this may be the secret prin- 
ciple governing God’s dealings with ts. 
If appearances have been discouraging, 
and temptations manifold, it may be that 
God has been pouring on water, and that 
we should expect something as different 
from the past, as the descent of the fire 
of the Lord was, from the preparations 
that Elijah made about his sacrifice. — 
Now we may be cold and cheerless,—in- 
firmities and reproaches and necessities 
quench our hope, and we seem to be 
stricken of heaven ; but soon the fire of 
God’s love will kindle on the sacrifice, 
and quickly consume the evil and lick up 
all our sorrow: so that in seeking good 
from the hand of God, our faith should 
not take connsel of the past, or say ‘ the 
thing that hath been, it is that which 
shall be.” We may look for something 
new and marvelous, not promised by pre- 
vious experience, but prepared for us of 
God when the fullness of time has come. 

In the centuries immediately preced- 
ing the coming of Christ, there was lit- 
tle to foreshow so glorious an event.— 
The history of the Jewish nation during 
that period, was not thought worthy of 
record. Prince and prophet were dead, 
and God seemed to have forgotten his 
people. We can see in this case that 
past experience was not indicative of the 
future, and that in the midst of the 
most discouraging circumstances a new 
dispensation commenced. Christ was 
born ; old things passed away ; and all 
things became new. So at the time of 
the second coming, appearances were un- 
doubtedly discouraging ; scoffers could 
say, ‘ All things continue as they were.’ 
True faith does not refer to the past, 
judging the word and operations of God 
from external appearances, It is single- 
eyed ; and is always characterized by a 
denial of feeling, and the abandonment 
of human wisdom. 





The Spirit’s Reward. 

In the spirit that seeks honor one of 
another, there is an unconscious attempt 
to deceive God; but as this is impossible, 
it is the worst kind of self-deception- 
Paul it would seem, had a special refer- 
ence to this when he wrote to the Gala- 
tians: ‘Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked ; for whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap. For he that sow- 
eth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap 
corruption ; but he that soweth to the 
Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life everlast- 
ing.’ Whatever is done with a motive 
to gain honor trom men, however good 
and praiseworthy the act may be in itself, 
is not an acceptable offering to God, but 
is sown to the flesh, and will only reap 








376 


corruption ; while that which is done 
with an eye to pleasing God, which is 
sowing to the Spirit, though unappreci- 
ated by man, will reap the glorious har- 
vest of everlasting life. ‘Man looketh 
on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looketh on the heart.’ 

We should infer from the verse follow- 
ing the above quotation from Paul, that 
he desired to fortify them against the 
temptation to discouragement because 
their good deeds were not appreciated, by 
again assuring them of their final reward. 
He said, ‘Let us not be weary in well- 
doing ; for in due season we shal] reap, if 
we faint not.’ Indeed, the whole epistle 
suggestively exhorts us to know no man 
after the flesh, to walk in the spirit, and 
glory only in the cross of Christ ; by 
whom we are crucified unto the world 
and the world unto us.’ 





A Motto. 

D has a motto which serves him 
many a turn—he uses it in all emergen- 
cies; and when any thing happens to him 
whether good or bad, it is easy to tell 
what he will say. He will say, ‘ God ar- 
ranges all our circumstances. You can 
never catch him without that answer. 
Whether he would carry it down among 
the ashes where Job sat and took a 
potsherd to scrape himself withal, we 
could not say positively as he has never 
had just such a trial. But we think he 
would; for though he might not have 
been as perfect a man as Job was, if he 
had lived as Job did before Christ, yet 
as the least in the kingdom of heaven 
are said to be greater than John the Bap- 
tist, so D—— with the grace of Christ 
in his heart, may be expected to surpass 
even what Job was without it. And in 
all the circumstances to which he has 
been subject since we have known him, 
this seven years, this has been his per- 
sistent motto—‘ God arranges all our cir- 
cumstances,’ meaning of course that he 
arranges them wisely for our best inter- 
ests. He says it and he looks it and acts 
it. Adherence to this motto prevents 
D-—-— from evil-thinking and complain- 
ing of man, however much man may be 
instrumental in making his circumstan- 
ces unpleasant. Recognizing God’s hand 
behind the visible agency, he has no 
temptation to quarrel with those who 
might be accused of wronging him. In 
short nobody can wrong him—and what 
are called reverses he cannot have. Prac- 
tically this motto operates to bring him 
good luck. He not only sees good luck 
in all his circumstances, but God is evi- 
dently pleased with his faith, and shows 
him favor. 








Encouragement to Importunity, 

There are numerous accounts in the 
Bible of God’s immediate response to the 
prayer of faith; but there are also many 
passages from which we should infer that 
he encourages, and is pleased with im- 
portunity of supplication. And why, we 
may ask, is this? If he is pleased with 
our requests, why does he not always an- 
swer them immediately? Not we are sure 
because he cannot, or does not delight to, 


‘-but because he desires our perfection.— 


His object is to discipline us in patience 
and perseverance, and to get control of 
our attention. He knows that it is good 
for us to be in a state of desire towards 
him; our hearts are then more soft, and 
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our attention is turned from the exterior 
to the interior world: so that we receive 
all good desires as his gift, and count 
them unspeakable blessings, though we 
may wait long for their fruition. We 
are sure that he does not give us desires 
to tantalize us, and that what he has 
promised he will most certainly perform. 
And when he tarries it is not from any 
unwillingness on his part, but from the 
design to favor our improvement. Paul 
gives expression to this spirit of importu- 
nity in his exhortations to the Ephesians: 
‘Praying always, with all prayer and 
supplication in the spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perseverance,’ &c. 

We find sometimes by watching our 
experience, that our prayers are being 
answered in such a quiet, gradual way, 
that we are liable to overlook it. And 
from time to time we see that what we 
prayed for a long time ago, has really 
been done for us, we scarcely know how, 
only that the Spirit had been all this 
time ‘ helping our infirmities, and making 
intercession for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered.’ So we feel that we 
have abundant encouragement for faith 
to pray always, with all supplication, 
both for the present effect on our spirit, 
and for the ultimate fulfillment of our 
desires, 





Relations—Earthly and Heavenly. 

There is something to be learned from 
the excess of affection which parents 
manifest on the removal of their children 
to a distance. It often makes them mis- 
erable, and, like Rachel they refuse to be 
comforted. 

It is no wonder. Who would like to 
have their children go far off where they 
will perhaps never see them again ? 

Certainly no one. And I should do all 
I could to remove any necessity of their 
going. But when that is done, and a ne- 
cessity still exists over which we have no 
control, is it wise to be thus tormented ? 

But it is the effect of natural affection, 
and how can we help it ? 

Whether we can help it or not, if our 
affections become ‘inordinate’ there must 
be help for it. But what is the lesson 
that it teaches ? It appears plain to me 
that this natural affection is wholly dif- 
ferent from the love of God which is 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost. Not only different in degree, but 
essentially and totally different in kind ; 
having none of the element of eternity 
in it. It is partial, unwise, and strongly 
tinctured with selfishness. Its traits are 
seen in the giving of sweetmeats or candy 
to children, when true wisdom would be- 
stow correction. It is blind, or heedlessly 
indifferent to faults of mature years, and 
often centres on objects hopelessly un- 
worthy. It is generally understood that 
it ought to be the strongest where the 
kindred connection is nearest. And if 
those who are in any degree of kin hecome 
more closely united by marriage, the af- 
fection due the former connection would 
become lost, as it were, in the greater 
amount due the latter. If this be true, 
it is just as true that all the affection due 
the marriage relation will, for the same 
reason, be lost and forgotten in the love 
that binds the children of God in Christ. 
Indeed, the name of brother and sister in 
Christ is a title that takes rank above all 
these earthly connections as heaven is 





more susceptible to his influences; and 


above earth ; and we have reason to look 














with hope instead of fear for the time 
when the abounding love of God shall 
supply the place of all these inferior affec- 
tions, and possess us entirely. 

The apostle Paul tells us, that ‘ that 


was not first which is spiritual, but that 


which is natural; and afterward that 
which is spiritual.’ And natural affec- 
tion of the purest and most refined kind, 
is of the things that are first, and it 
hath vo glory, or beauty, by reason of 
the glory that pertaineth to the things 
that are afterward. Neither has the first 
any use which the last does not more fully 


und abundantly supply. H. N. L. 
Verona, N. Y., 1854. 





Mental Furnishings. 

If one has the germ of perfect thor- 
oughness in his character, he has what 
shonld be regarded as the most valuable 
part of an education—the best founda- 
tion of discipline of the mind. It is not 
required that one’s mind should be an en- 
cyclopedia of knowledge in order that he 
be well educated. A— —, for instance, 
has a good education, and discipline of 
mind, though he is not yet a very learned 
man. He is devoted with a single eye 
to his business ; and earnest devotion to 
any thing really constitutes the subject- 
ive part of education. That is, it gives 
a man command of his attention—power 
to direct his mind as he pleases. 

Paul is an example of this kind of edu- 
cation. He was an educated man, be- 
cause he had the required discipline of the 
will, and an earnest purpose that made 
his mind serve him as he would have it. 
The 3d chapter of Philippians sets before 
us the best standard of discipline of mind 
that could be given. “This one thing I 
do, forgetting those things that are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things that 
are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” Whoever sets before himself 
this object and pursues it as Paul did, 
will have all needful discipline of mind 
—-something far better than any college 
can give. With our accustomed ideas 
of education, we can hardly conceive of 
the discipline of mind that Paul had. 
Read, for instance, the 31 chapter of Col- 
ossians, and see how he clings to the one 
idea of an inward Christ. ‘Jf ye then 
be risen with Christ, is the key-note of 
all that follows. 





Bible Courtesy. 

It is one of the rules of the world’s eti- 
quette, that we should avoid saying that 
to our neighbor, which can in any way 
cross his feelings ; and we are considered 
courteous in proportion as we make our- 
selves agreeable ; and as flattery and 
applause are more congenial to the un- 
regenerate heart than truth, this rule 
demands of us that we assent to and 
countenance many things in the conver- 
sation and spirit of others, which are 
not in harmony with the Spirit of truth. 
But the etiquette of the bible is this ; 
‘Speak ye every man truth with his 
neighbor,’ (Zech. 4: 16;) and the direc- 
tions of the wise man are, ‘ Answer not a 
fool according to his folly lest thou also 
be like unto him. Answer a fool accord- 
ing to his folly, lest he be wise in his own 
conceit ;’ (Prov. 26: 4—5;) which evi- 
dently signifies, Answer not a fool in the 
same spirit of folly with which he is pos- 
sessed, les. you partake of his foolishness; 
but answer him not as though he was a 
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wise man, but in such a manner as to 
convict him of his foolishness, lest he be 
deceived and think more highly of himself 
than he ought to think. 

Job acted out this principle admirably 
in his criticism of his wife. (Job 2: 10,) 

In proportion as the Spirit of truth 
reigns within us, we are inclined to act 
upon this principle of truth-speaking ; 
and we are rejoiced to see that in a true 
society we are considered polite in propor. 
tion as we edify one another with thetruth, 
and truthful criticism takes the place of 
flattery. E. E. W. 

Bristol, Conn., July 6, 1854. 








Connecticut Correspondence. 
Bristol, Conn., July 5, 1854, 
Dear Frienps: 

Observing in a late number of the Cir. 
cular an article headed ‘ Forsake not Com- 
munication, I was led to a train of 
thought with reference to the subject 
therein set forth, some of the ideas of 
which I will endeavor to present. 

Paul has compared the church to the 
human body. Physiologists are aware 
that none of the higher organizations of 
the animal creation can retain a state of 
vigorous health, without a certain amount 
of blood is elaborated from the food ta- 
ken into the organization, and then pro- 
pelled, regularly and constantly through- 
out the vascular system, to every part of 
the body. So we may say, that a church 
cannot retain full health, unless an ope- 
ration of somewhat similar character is 
kept up. If we partake of the food that 
Jesus spoke of, we shall find that it soon 
becomes life, or spiritual blood within us; 
and as each individual is but a single 
member, as soon as the circulation of 
this vitalizing agent is felt by us, there 
will be a flowing forth of the same to 
other members, and the process being 
repeated in other cases, every part of 
the body will soon feel the strength- 
ening, warming and cheering influence of 
this healthful circulation. I feel that 
the Circular has been established as the 
channel for heart-born truth to all who 
have an ear to hear, and it becomes nec- 
essary for individual members of the 
body to retain a healthy, watchful state 
of mind, and then there will remain no 
local impediment to the free and regular 
circulation of truth, by means of the 
paper to all believers who are within its 
reach. A development of general life 
will be certain to follow such a condition 
of things ; the truth cannot be elaborated 
and set to flowing in its appointed chan- 
nel, without carrying with it, and in it, 
the principle of eternal life. 3. L. w. 





Tue Hanp tuat Saves Us.—Two painters 
were employed to fresco the walls of a magonifi- 
cent cathedral ; both stood on a rude scaffolding 
constructed for the purpose, some forty feet 
from the floor. One of them was so intent 
upon his work, that he became wholly absorbed, 
and in admiration stood off from the picture 
gazing at it with intense delight. Forgetting 
where he was, he moved back slowly, survey- 
ing critically the work of his pencil, until be 
had neared the edge of the plank upon which 
he stood. At this critical moment his com- 
panion turned suddenly, and almost frozen 
with horror, beheld his immediate peril ; an- 
other instant, and the enthusiast would be 
precipitated upon the pavement beneath. If he 
spoke to him, it was certain death ; if he held 
his peace, death was equally sure. Suddenly 
he regained his presence of mind, and seizing 
a wet brush, flung it against the wall spattering 
the beautiful picture with the unsightly blotches 
of coloring. The painter flew forward, and 
turned upon his friend with fierce upbraidings ; 
but startled at his ghastly face, he listened to 
his recital of danger, looked shuddering over 
the dread space below, and with tears of grati- 
tude blessed the hand that saved him. Just 
so, we sometimes get absorbed upon the pictures 
of the world, and, in contemplating them, step 
backwards, unconscious of our peril, when the 
Almighty, in merey, dashes out the beautiful 
images, and draws us at the time we are com- 
plaining of his dealing, into his outstretched 
arms of compassion and love.—New Haven 
Journal. 


i | 


Is p 
day. 
Sou 
Te 
ly: 
to p' 
Ny, 
wish 
any 
to th 
and 
riod, 
A 
Ai 
time. 
send 
denc 
— 


Ast 
usual, 
about 
gor it. 
friend 
rule is 
son, 
sure bh 
person 
entire 
himsel 
erthe 





RE 


7 


OF p 
Sovere 
Seevu 
Do-sov. 
from 
Unity ‘ 
des, y 
Resury 
Beltis) 
Resury. 
renew 
om n. 
spirat; 
Dwellj ' 
Fam | 
Hom, : 
Meeti+, 
Lord’s : 
Free Cy 
Hortiey 
A Daily 
devote 
The ro 
the Rolie 
*a8ting A 
Asaoci ite 








